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Proverbs 27:5-17 
“Wisdom and Relationships” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen 

your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and 
resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. 
Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance for understanding and applying this week’s 

passage.  

• Complete this week’s daily readings of Proverbs 27:5-28:28 and journal your insights.  

• Read Proverbs 24:5-17 slowly in multiple translations with a special focus on verse 
17. Record your observations and insights.  

• Here are two concepts that will be helpful to prepare for leading our study: 

o Friendship: A reciprocal relationship characterized by intimacy, faithfulness, trust, 
unmotivated kindness, and service. The concept can describe one’s relationship 
with people and God. (Lexham Theological Workbook)  

o Agape: An unconditional, sacrificial love that biblically refers to a love that God is 
(1 John 4:8,16), that God shows (John 3:16, 1 John 4:9) and that God gives as a 
manifestation of His Spirit's bearing fruit in the heart of a yielded saint. (Greek 
Word Study) 

• Reflect on the hook question and journal your response. OPTIONAL Make a list of the 
characteristics you have and those you lack. Pray over the list and ask God for spiritual 
growth so you attain those missing characteristics. 

• Answer the discussion questions, journal your responses, and complete the reflection 
activity. For Being Sharpened by Jesus read John 13:34-35; 15:12-14. 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively  
• Lead the group through the hook question. Go around the room so everyone has a 

chance to share.  

• Lead the group through the discussion. Use the insights you gained from your 
personal study as prompts. Help the group to be honest about their shortcomings as 
an iron-sharpening friend.  

• Lead the group through the reflection activity.  

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Connect with anyone who missed this week’s worship and/or small group gathering. 

• Connect with anyone you know is struggling with spiritual issues or life in general. 

• Pray for the one person you see growing the most in your group. Ask God to help you 
know your next step in helping him/her become a disciple-maker (Matthew 28:19-20).  
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Group 
Opening [10 min] 

• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 
small group guidelines. 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

Share the characteristics you most value in a friend.  

Understand the context Call on a volunteer to read Proverbs 27:17 [1 min]  

As a file sharpens an ax or a sharpening steel a carving knife, good friends encourage 
one another to grow in wisdom and godliness, even if it requires painful criticism. 

—CSB Study Bible: Notes (p. 995) 

Discuss [39 min] 

• Friends Sharpen Others [12 min] 

o How can we encourage others to grow in wisdom and godliness? [3 min]  

o What characteristics do we need to have in order to do this in a godly way? [3 min]  

o What are the potential pitfalls in giving constructive criticism about a loved one’s 
sinful ways? [3 min]  

o How can we effectively speak the truth in love to someone without damaging the 
relationship? [3 min]  

• We are Sharpened by our Friends [12 min] 

o How can we be encouraged by others to grow in wisdom and godliness? [3 min]  

o What characteristics do we need to have in order to receive this encouragement 
in a godly way? [3 min]  

o What are the potential pitfalls in receiving constructive criticism about our sinful 
ways? [3 min]  

o How can we receive a hard truth from someone without damaging the 
relationship—even if that truth is not spoken in a loving way? [3 min]  

• We are Sharpened by Jesus [15 min] 

Read John 15:12-14. [1 min] 

o What did Jesus command? Why? (NOTE: See John 13:34-35) [3 min]  

o What does it mean to lay down your life for a friend? How does this relate to 
Proverbs 27:17? [3 min]  

o How did Jesus define friendship? [3 min] (See John15:13) 

o Share what keeps you from being the type of friend Jesus commands you to be? 
As you pray, confess your sin and ask God to change your heart. Record your 
insights. [5 min]  

 

Closing [5 min] 

• Continue to reflect on and pray about the spiritual growth that needs to happen in your 
life in order to become the type of friend Jesus commands you to be. 

• Memorize Philippians 2:1-5. Daily Bible readings for next week are Proverbs 29:1-
30:6. Focus on Proverbs 30:1-6 and the topic “Jesus and God’s Wisdom.”  

• “As we close in prayer, everyone should share one characteristic of an iron-
sharpening friend you want to cultivate in your own life.” 
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